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their. education in a kindergarten at the age of five.
Compulsory schooling begins after the age of seven, and
there are three kinds of schools; primary schools, which
offer a four-year course, junior secondary schools, which
offer a seven-year course, and secondary schools, which
offer a ten-year course. The general aim is that all city
schools should be ten-year schools. This aim is far from
accomplished, and, owing to acute shortage of teachers and
equipment, the number of secondary schools in some
districts has recently been reduced *; and notwithstanding
the aim to give every child ten years of schooling, the avail-
able evidence leads to the conclusion that in the R.S.F.S.R.
out of twenty children who entered the first class| in 1935
an average of only one reached the end of the tenth class in
1945. This wastage is of course due partly to the war.
Indeed, the war has dislocated Soviet education very
seriously, for even up to 1940 the new system had scarcely
found its feet. The running of schools in two or three
shifts was a commonplace in pre-war Russia: the war has
overloaded teachers and classrooms even more. Text-
" books were short in pre-war Russia: during the war it was
usual for the text-books necessary for homework to be
shared among three or four children. Paper was none too
plentiful in pre-war Russia: in 1944 the People's Commis-
sariat for Education for R.S.F.S.R. ordered the production
of 5 million slates and 15 million slate-pencils for schools.2
The Soviet Government is fully alive to these difficulties
and enormous efforts are being made to repair the dis-
locations of war.3 The whole population was urged to
1 E.g., in Voronezh Oblast the number of ten-year schools was
recently reduced from 225 to 100.	2 Izvestiya> HAM.
8 One recent bold step from September 1944-was to lower the age
of compulsory attendance at schools from 8 years to 7. The reasons
for this are (a) to allow children to complete the seven-year course by
the time they are 14 (the age of recruitment for industrial schools);
and (6) to liberate places in crdches and kindergartens, so that mothers
may more easily leave their children when they go to work in factories.
In the present year—1945-46—4n Moscow alone, this brought 70,000
more children to the schools (flchitel Gai.y Jan. 1944).

